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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 1185 

STADIS ///////////////////////////// 

AF FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, ASEC, ATRN, NI 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY KISSINGER S PROPOSED VISIT TO NIGERIA 

REF: LAGOS 660 

1 . AS USIS WIRELESS FILE JANUARY 26 REAFFIRMS SECRETARY'S 
INTENT TO VISIT AFRICA AND NAMES SPECIFIC COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 
NIGERIA, WE ARE PREPARED TO MOVE AHEAD WITH PREPARATORY PLANNING 
AS SOON AS YOU AUTHORIZE US TO DO SO. WE WOULD OF COURSE 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING SPECIFIC DATES, LENGTH OF VISIT IN NIGERIA, 
NUMBER IN PARTY, ETC. AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. 

2. A FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION IN THIS TRAFFIC-CHOKED CITY IS HOW 

TO GET A VIP VISITOR THE 16 MILES FROM AIRPORT TO DODAN BARRACKS 
AND BACK. HEAD OF STATE MUHAMMED MAKES A POINT OF NEVER USING 
OUTRIDERS TO CLEAR THE WAY FOR HIM AS GOWON USED TO DO TO THE 
WIDESPREAD ANNOYANCE OF CITIZENS ON THE ROAD; WE BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO REQUEST ROADS BE CLEARED FOR THE 
SECRETARY. AMIN WAS BROUGHT TO DODAN BY HELICOPTER, AND WE 
CONSIDER THIS THE ONLY PRACTICAL MODE OF TRANSPORT FOR THE 
SECRETARY; AIRPORT TRIP BY CAR USUALLY TAKES FROM ONE AND 
ONE-HALF TO THREE HOURS. WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT SY 
AGREE TO SECRETARY'S TRAVEL BY HELICOPTER. PRINCIPAL OPTIONS 
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A. 16 SEAT NIGERIAN AIR FORCE PUMA HELICOPTER (NAF HAS TWO), 

PILOTED BY NAF PILOTS. 

B. 5-SEAT BELL G5- A HELICOPTER LEASED BY THE NIGERIAN POLICE 
AND OPERATEDBY PAN AFRICAN AIRLINES. WHICH CURRENTLY PROVIDES 
WACASC SUPPLY PLANE UNDER AIR TRANSPORT CONTRACT WITH USG. 

PILOTS WOULD BE AMERICAN. 

C. 4-5 SEAT HELICOPTERS OF VARIOUS TYPES BELONGING TO OTHER 
PRIVATE AERO CONTRACTORS OR US OIL COMPANIES. PILOTS COULD BE 
AMERICAN. 

D. US MILITARY HELICOPTER. NONE AVAILABLE LOCALLY; WOULD HAVE 
TO BE BROUGHT IN FOR THE OCCASION. IT COULD BE AWKWARD TO 
PURSUE THIS OPTION IF FMG OFFERS OR PREFERS TO HAVE US USE NAF 
PUMA. 

3. OPTION A. IS RECOMMENDED AND COULD PROBABLY BE NEGOTIATED 
BETWEEN EMBASSY. MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE. WOULD APPRECIATE WASHINGTON GUIDANCE ON ABOVE QUESTION 
AS WELL AS INDICATION OF HOW MANY OF SECRETARY'S PARTY HE WOULD 
WANT TO HAVE WITH HIM ON THESE FLIGHTS. 

4. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH CONSIDER SENDING ADVANCE PARTY TO REVIEW 
THESE OPTIONS ON GROUND HERE. 

5. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THESE QUESTIONS WITH JIM BLAKE, WHO 
CONCURS IN SUBSTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE. 
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